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MUST BOOKS: Dark Horses 


No predictable best sellers in the lot, but as impressive a group of challenging first 
novels as a season has offered in brief compass; one book which may pull its author out 
of the “also ran" area; and one name, Mika Waltart, who has alternately intrigued and 
disappointed his audiences, so that one dares not make promises. Beyond the two in 
this tmmediate section, do not overlook in the section following these titles:- Mark 
Kennedy's devastating THE PECKING ORDER (Appleton): THE BABYLONIANS by Nathaniel Norsen 
Weinreb (Doubleday); a distinguished import, THE MAN WITHOUT QUALITIES by Robert Musil 
(Coward-McCann); and Theodora McCormick's FREEDOM'S WAY (Funk & Wagnalls). 


May 22 


Waltari, Mika Putnam 
THE DARK ANGEL $3.75 


I liked this better than anything Waltari has published since The Egyptian 
It lacks the impact of that book - lacks too the excessive use of shock techniques. It 
is a slighter book though still a memorable one. The setting- Constantinople 500 years 
ago- is unhackneyed. Constantinople stood at the crossroads of East and West; the 
Emperor Constantine had split the inhabitants with his announcement of the Union of the 
two great branches of the Christian Church; the powerful Magadux had flaunted his pre- 
ference for the "Turkish turban rather than the Papal mitre"; the Sultan Mohammed II 
was seizing the chance to launch an attack on the coveted city. This is the backdrop 
for the ill-starred romance between the mystery man, John Angelos, suspected of being a 
spy of the Turk, and the beautiful Anna Notaras, daughter of Megadux. It is a fascina- 
ting tale, told with less extravagance than the setting might afford, but with a sense 
of participation as the story unfolds in five months' diary. The symbolism in the 
threat of the East has its modern implications, unduly stressed by modernisms in the 
translation. Watch this. (LC 52-03647) 


June 19“ 
Lindop, Audrey Erskine Appleton-Century-Crofts 


THE SINGER NOT THE SONG $3.75 — 


The Bishop picks Father Keogh as a true soldier of the church to replace Fa- 
ther Gomez in the little Mexican town of Quantana. He is to carry on the fight against 
Anacleto (Malo) whose whole lifetime has been spent in subjugating the town and the law 
and in desecrating religion and the church. Malo and his followers escort Gomez out of 
town after he has briefed Keogh on the many and intricate ways in which Malo will molest 
him and Keogh with his problem of leading the people back to God so that it will be | 
through faith that Malo is forced to leave. But Malo, in spite of Keogh's efforts, con- 
tinues his alphabetical killings, hounds, disgraces and attacks Keogh to the end that 
the villagers mock and scorn him. An unexpected twist of fortune lands Malo in jail for 
five years and, although Keogh tries, he gets no nearer Malo's salvation. His offer to 
befriend him when he is free is rewarded by Malo's new weapon of vengeance - Locha, a 
well-bred senorita who is infatuated with him. Malo stops her wedding, takes her as 
hostage and plots for the priest's utter downfall in excommunication. But Father Keogh 
outthinks him, sends Locha on to safety and confronts his enemy for the last time, never 
knowing as he dies that Malo, before his simultaneous death, has made his one gesture of 
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pity and that another unbeliever has said his first prayer. A full complement of Mexi- 

can personalities as they are swayed by the contest; the vigor of faith against anti- 

clerical argument; the violence and barbarity, love and hate - all these are compounded 

into a popular brew. Literary Guild selection for July, this will enlarge the audience @ 
of Fortune My -Foe, Soldier's Daughters Never Cry, The Tall Headlines and Out of the 


Whirlwind (Le 52-140¥9) 


A 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 11 
Stafford, Jean Harcourt, Brace 
CHILDREN ARE BORED ON SUNDAY $3.00 


A collection of short stories from the New Yorker, Harper's, and the Partisan 
Review features a desolate landscape of lives which are lonely and alien, lived out in 
the wasteland of a private torment. There's Ramona, whose nightmare appetites and com- 
pulsive, secretive eating conceals a lost loveliness- now embedded in layers of fat and 
the imaginary identity of a dead twin sister; there's the wife of a tubercular who finds 
the answer to her discontent with an aging husband in the guilty fantasy of a lover; 
there's the serenity of a German couple, untouched by the war, which had its ironic im- 
petus in another act of violence; there is the Jewish doctor and his nondescript exile 
in a small New England town which breeds a new-old hatred; there's a young girl's con- 
jectures on the lives in a house next door- and their unsuspected and repellent realiza- 
tion; there's the resolute quiescence of an accident victim in a hospital ward; the mis- 
fit in an intellectual coterie---- all these and more make up a cheerless, comfortless 
circle flecked by irony rather than anger. At her best in this medium, her stories have 
a certain cold brilliance and an implacable finality. (LC 52-13766) 


May 20 @ 


Paradis, Marjorie B. Abelard 
TIME IS NOW $3.00 


A cheerful approach to what is for many- a cheerless subject- a home for the 
aged- for the story of Jane Hamilton, almost seventy, who finds that the time is now to 
make the decision to give up her apartment- and enter a Home. Young in heart, and enter- 
prising, she still finds that the resentment and snobberies within, the pity- or shame- 
without, make her first weeks difficult. Her friendship with wealthy Mrs. Eastman who 
dies- leaves her determined to carry on her work- and to make the Home something more 
than “an anesthesia room between life and death"; she assumes- reluctantly- the burden of 
her ex-husband- now stony- and is prepared to make a marriage of (in) convenience; but 
she is spared, and it is widowed Mr. Eastman who offers not only his wealth- towards her 
cause- but also his companionship for her last years..... There are some storybook se- 
quences here, but on the whole this is an honest appraisal of this time of life and this 
way of life and an attempt to make it inviting rather than just inevitable. 


’ 


Kennedy, Mark es Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE PECKING ORDER | / ‘| $3.50 

Gang rule obtains from the waterfront to the barnyard, and here is a story 
rooted in its basic ingredients of bullying, fear of being laughed at, and the horrifying 
stranglehold a mesh of falsehood can take. The day in which the whole of the action 
takes place starts like any other day for nicely brought up eleven year old Bruce, in 
Chicago's better Negro district. His resistance to discipline is like any small boy's; ®@ 
his reluctance to take on six year old Johnny is wholly normal; his tangle with his chum 
Snag is a healthy scuffle. Then B. J., older, a product of reform school, a natural 
gangster-in-the-making, interferes, and an innocent day plays right into his hands. Bruce 
has a small boy kind of hero worship for B. J., a horrible fear that he will be found 
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wanting, but the successive incidents as the day progresses terrify him, tangle with 
the roots of his home training and standards, and ultimately disillusion him leaving 
only fear. There's the "peeping Tom" episode, outside the keyhole of B. J.'s prosti- 
tute sister's room; there's the organized miniature "gang" pilfering at the A & P; 
there's the culmination of the very normal small boy adventure of climbing to the roof 
of a condemned shell of 4 building, there to plight allegiance to B. J. in a newly or- 
ganized "gang"; there's the one implausible adventure in the park, when three reefer 
smokers try to entangle the boys- or B. J. at any rate in the distribution of marihuana- 
an incident that terrifies Bruce and Snag and Johnny to the point of attempting to break 
the net closing around them. But B. J. wins again - and in mounting tension as they in- 
vade forbidden areas of Chicago, the story marches to an unbearable climax as B. J. 
achieves his secret goal, steals a car, and carries the terrified boys to utter disas- 
ter, a crash, violent death, and finally to Bruce's survival, facing the horror of 
carrying the news of tragedy back to the families of the dead boys. There's a poignant 
emotional quality here, which recalls something of The Catcher in the Rye: there's a 
ruthless inevitability that suggests The Amboy Dukes. Case history in juvenile delin- 
quency, some will call it - but it carries a message more searing, more pulverizing. 
Just how to sell it is something else again; try your market for Knock On Any Door 
(LC 53-6723) 

May.20 4/2 


MacDonald, John D. | Appletaqn-Century-Crofts 
CANCEL ALL OUR VOWS $3.50 


A believable background of a suburban stereotype- Minidoka- where marriages 
are shaken up along with the martinis- frames the convention of the single standard when 
Fletcher and Jane Wyant are faced with the fact of infidelity. For Fletcher, comfort- 
able in his job and in his marriage, acknowledges- if only to himself- the restlessness 
which finds a target in Laura Corban, whose perverse sexuality has a deceptive tranquil- 
lity but whose indifference to her husband is expressed in blatant boredom. While Jane, 
edgy over Laura's attractiveness to Fletcher, asks for a casual flirtation with a col- 
lege boy but does not expect its uncontrolled conclusion. Her panic and shame are 
equalled by Fletcher's disgust when he hears of it- during a drunken Sunday cocktail 
hour - and Fletcher, even after his retaliation with Laura, still feels that his mar- 
riage is invalidated. But thermal temperatures cool- and Fletcher finds his way back 
to Jane, and an acceptance of the conduct which he condoned in himself- but could not 
excuse in her..... There's a lot of fermentation here which is not only alcoholic- and 
a definite dishevelment which precludes a conservative audience. (LC 53-6230) 


May 27 


Letton, Jennette and Francis Harper 
THE YOUNG ELIZABETH $3.00 

The novel on which a current English play is based has an elegant overlay of 
satisfying theatrics, and spotlights the troubled path of England's great queen to the 
throne. Opening with the death of golden Harry, it shows how Queen Katherine is opposed 
by Mary Tudor, loved by Elizabeth and ready to marry My Lord Thomas Seymour. The hal- 
cyon days at Chelsea, the nursery palace, that led to Katherine's banishing - with love 
- Elizabeth; the weak, unstable reign of the boy Edward; and, with his death, the rise 
of flaming factions as Bloody Mary and her fanatically religious, Spanish alliance 
brought the cauldron to a violent boiling; - and through it all, Elizabeth learning that 
she was England and that waiting was her duty. The timeless, almost ageless fascination 
with the pageant - of William Cecil, Lady Jane Grey, the dominating drive of the Dudleys, 
the early scars that set Elizabeth's virginity, the political intrigues, the strength of 
the Queen-to-be in her wit, sharpness and courage and the coming threat of Mary Stuart - 
is highlighted here against the thunder of a "poor realm and a sick one” and in the 
drame-mystery charged person of a girl who could, and would, not let history pass her by. 
Basic, blustering English for the high as well as the more lowly of the cast, this has 


emphasis and effectiveness. 
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May 28 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen Doubleday 
THE BABYLONIANS $3.95 @ 


A first novel that for sheer pageantry can match or excel most of its ilk - 
and a new period and setting add an extra stimulus. The place- Babylon and Jerusalem in 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar; the story- Judea caught between the promises of Egypt, 
through the wily sadist ambassador, Ptarash, and the threat of extinction from Babylon, 
provides a tumultuous setting for the adventures of the physician of Babylon and his my- 
sterious Devora, mistress of Judea's king. A fast paced narrative involving much of the 
fascination of medicine on the brink of discoveries associated with modern times, the 
conflicts between the pagan superstitions and orgiastic ceremonies in Judea, the fana- 
tical adherence to the spiritual challenge of the prophet Jeremiah, the vivid depiction 
of pagan life in Babylon, where the extravagances of the court impinged on the depravity 
and wretchedness of slavery. The characters, too, rise above the average of such novels:- 
Beladar, the doctor, is vigorously drawn: Ebemelich, giant eunuch, is a Superman of an- 
tiquity; Nebuchadnezzar becomes more than a name; even Devora, Amazon at one time, 
devious sorceress at another, departs from stock dimensions; Jeremiah is more than a mad 
prophet, crying havoc. Watch this- it may prove a suprise runaway. (IC 53-5754) 


May ?? 


Myers, Henry Crown 
O KING, LIVE FOREVER $3.00 


The author of The Utmost Island provides his readers with another engaging ex- 
cursion into the unusual with a story of greatly lengthened life. Born in Victorian 
England in the middle of the nineteenth century, Paul Gibbs was pronounced unfit for life © 
by a succession of doctors. He determined to fight Death, which he found personified in 
the young cleric who courted his poor, supposedly widowed mother. His true father's de- 
ception of disappearing rather than dying achieves its unselfish purpose of reuniting 
Paul's mother and grandfather, who had disapproved of the marriage, and eventually Paul 
finds himself both rich and alive. Paul finds the key to continued life in the story of 
the tablets of King Assur-bani-pal - the key becomes clear just as his stepfather, who 
has been thwarted finally in his hope to become a bishop by Paul's disclosure that his 
own father still lives, dies while trying to kill Paul. Supported by his belief in con- 
scious evolution, Paul lives on, a middle aged man in present-day New York, whose old- 
young daughter marries the narrator of the tale. Elements of the mysterious, the drama- 
tic, and the pleasant notion of lengthy survival give this its readability. (LC 53-5675) 


June 4 7 
Lund, Robert John Day 
THE ALASKAN $4.00 UY 


The varied experiences of Wade Carlson in Alaska in the late '30's ramble 
through as much of the country as he does in growing up and finding his future. A stow- 
away to Seward and with dreams in his eyes about the land of the last frontier, Wade's 
willingness to work gets him quick jobs and easy friends. His luck holds when wise, un- 
derstanding Mitch, hard drinking Jack and Boots, clever O'Bannion and the happy Aleuts, 
George Romanoff and his wife play their part as his mentors; it falls apart when half- 
breed Alice Andrews takes his heart after a comfortable initiation into sex and her al- 
coholism which always results in scandal dogs him and drives him. From the dockfront, to 
a store, to the inside on a dredge, Wade drifts into other Alaskanventures - mining, ship- @ 
ping on a coast and island run, cutting ties and traplining and working on the fishing 
boats - until with Mitch, Jack and Boots a gold strike gives him a good stake that pro- 
mises a good future...as he determines to do what he can for Alice's people. A grand 
dream that almost sours, this pictures a raw land with tastes and passions equally unre- 
strained and omits the theatrics for an unblushing realism. Illustrative - but not 
imperative. (LC 52- 14036) 
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June 5 


Vercel, Roger Putnam 
o RIDE OUT THE STORM $l .00 


| For Vercel's followers and for those enjoy a long sea novel, here is a story 
of the days previous to the First World War when the last great sailing ships waged a 
losing battle against the steam ships as they girded the globe to transport iron and 
other materials home to France. Pierre Rolland was a product of the exacting and 
dangerous life aboardships. Given a chance for officership by a first mate who rea- 
lised his potential for leadership, Rolland became a captain respected by colleagues 
and seamen but at home with neither. His belief in strength and self-control brought 
him through many storms, but his lack of understanding of weakness caused him to hurt 
those dear to him, and cost his bride, who sailed with him after their marriage, her 
life. Rolland the man presents an interesting study, and the captains and crew who 
people each of the many ships whose courses the book follows, as well as the characters 
on land, are memorable. Satisfying, absorbing without exciting, the novel is worked 
with more than average penetration and skill. Translated from the French by Katherine 
Woods. (LC 52-13646) 


June 8 VY 


Musil, Robert Coward-McCann 
THE MAN WITHOUT QUALITIES $4.00  ; 


The publication of this unfinished magnum opus from the pen of a great Aus- 
trian stylist will probably be one of the literary events of the season, but the popu- 
lar reception of the book is in serious doubt. Already Musil has teen rated with 
Proust, with Joyce, with Kafka. To this reader the kinship with Joyce is negligible; 
that with Proust more evident, though it lacks the embedded finality of his symbolism. 

® Musil emerges as an artist in his own right, though enigmatic, nhilistic. The story 
: deals with the internal dissolution of the Austrian way of life, as typified by the 
| court of Franz Josef. Ulrich, "the man without qualities” has deliberately become a 
| nobody because he disliked the road to being a somebody in his society. His father 
| has persuaded him to become involved in a job centering around Franz Josef's Jubilee, 
through which he becomes party to the “Collateral Campaign", a neurotic attempt to re- 
capture the good old days. Paralleling this bit of chauvinism is the trial for murder 
of a paranoidal sex maniac, Moosbruger. Countless characters in the book from Ulrich's 
mistresses to his pristine cousin find a curious affinity for the murderer, and it 
might be suggested that Moosbruger is used as a mythological archetype of the atavistic 
racial unconscious, cloaked as a caricature quest for the Grail. There is honesty and 
sincerity in this book, but its icy cynicism, its ghoulish humor, and the fundamentally 
calculating approach of the author to humanity will undoubtedly “epel many readers. 
At best- the reading of the book will, for many, poare intellectual exercise rather 
than enjoyment. (LC 53-5303) 


June 10 


| Whitney, Janet Little, Brown-AMP 
: THE QUAKER BRIDE $3.50 


A Victorian melodrama takes an unwanted Quaker orphan from Newport to London 
when Luke Ashton, a visiting Indian nabob, pays assiduous court to penniless Rose Cart- 
wright. A sea miracle returns her dead father's ship, with her fortune, she marries 
Luke and is weaned from austere simplicity to oriental luxury on her way to her new 
home. Presented at Court, discovering important relatives in England, Rose is con- 
fronted by unexplained dark corners in Luke's home: the refusal to talk about Luke's 
@ first wife; the power of Luke's old nurse, Tabitha; the omnipresence of the Lady Diana 
and the dinners and card games attended only by men. When Rose's old nurse, Patsy, is 
kidnapped and the gardener, Red Cain warns her, Rose's direct questions to one of the 
titled guests bring her a sad enlightenment - she, as a Quaker, is a perfect disguise 
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for a forbidden gambling house. How Rose squares away Luke's perverted viciousness and 
her own religious training builds up to a fateful climax that brings about a happy end- 
ing. With a run for the money to Georgette Heyer and a shadowing of Rebecca, this han- 
dles its heroine, hero and villain with accomplished aplomb. Fun to read. @ 


June ll 


Doubleday 


Lowry, Robert 
THE VIOLENT WEDDING $3.00 

A new novel repeats the harsh excitement of earlier books and is sparked by 
the razzledazzle of the prize ring and the combustible of a Negro and white sexual rela- 
tionship. For Laine, an emotional derelict, no longer married, no longer painting, 
thinks she has found the answer to her restless search for a lover she can love in the 
Harlem hot-shot, Paris "Baby" James, after watching him in the ring where she confuses 
his power with courage. She looks him up, asks for the affair which follows, but desire 
deadends in loathing after the bout in which he kills a man. She writes off the preg- 
nancy which follows with suicide, and Baby, with two lives taken as a load of guilt, 
fights his way through to the championship but faces the reckoning that the fear which 
has made him a first rate fighter, has also made him a second rate man.... The flaring 
emotions and quick intensities belt out a certain furious impetus to lives which are 
driven and dispossessed. For many readers, there will be more than one taboo. (LC 53-5966) 


June 15 


Random House 


Rogers, Lettie 
LANDSCAPE OF THE HEART $3.00 
Judith West has to remember before she can forget - and life, before her stay 
in a hated State asylum, must be captured before she is free to leave Bryant Hill, a $200 © 
a week mental hospital. Antagonistic to her doctor, Evans, who does not believe in dras- 
tic shortcuts to normality, she awakes to the personalities of her fellow patients - 
Munson, (a psychiatrist who needs psychiatry); Willa the Killer, a drunk of many careers; 
Nan Stoner, who disapproves of everything except acceptability; the poet, Newlin; Hodges, 
a true paranoiac; Daniel, who proves that prefrontal lobotomy is not the answer, and 
others whose experiences signpost her own gropings toward a personal understanding of and 
freedom from her own retreat. Backward and backward, helped by Evans and Munson, through 
time, her search points up her flight - at first excused by escape from her older sister 
Hazel's domination, then admitting her mother's turning her father-love into father-hate 
and finally recognizing her refusal of love - all ending in a rejecting which submits her 
to electric shock treatment. And with that and Munson's declared love, she is ready to 
face Hazel, ready for a world in which faith in love is security. The debate of analysis 
and long term therapy against .the miracle-maybe of abrupt science (EST and lobotomy) 
tossed around a case history in which the terrors of the snake-pit give way to the ques- 
tion of holes in the head or holes in the soul. Even more ‘iain than her earlier 


South of Heaven (1946) and Storm Cloud pag 3-5027) | 
ne 16 Cuypurt 1 & 


Boles, Paul Macmillan 
THE STREAK $3 .00 


A second novel of sports car racing tails the earlier The Racer. (Ballantine- 
page 132) not only in time and turns in a gentler version of a killer sport. And while 
there is something of the souped-up excitement of reckless drivers and record-breaking 
speeds, there is little of the bitter, compulsive brutality of this game and the story © 
softens further with the love affair between Tagli, a Maestro on the make, and Elena. 
For Tagli, who has both pride and affection in the cars he drives, finds an equal clean 
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exaltation in Elena vhom he marries- who follows him from course to course. But an 
occupational hazard- a cough which worsens under the exhaust fumes- numbers his days; 
the mask which he wears- as a concession to Elena- comes loose in a last race and 
causes a fatal crash.... By no means as thorough an overhauling of this sport- and its 
expensive moments of triumph- as the Ruesch book, this still matches the momentum of 


the course. 


June 16 


Bullingham, Ann St. Martin's Press 
PENELOPE $2.50 


Home truths from the schoolroom, in English accent, are parroted by little 
Penelope Parker and retailed not only to her parents but also the neighbors, friends and 
passing acquaintances. Her verbatim reports picture the clash between Miss Smith, the 
church, the school managers and inspectors and the whole circus of modern approaches to 
learning versus the tried and true processes. Miss Smith loses out when Miss Bugle in- 
stalls a relative but Oxford trained Miss Barclay rouses the whole parish when her ad- 
vanced methods of activities instead of lessons “makes we dull". The parents' revolt 
returns Miss Smith whose promises of no frills and no obstacles to learning sets the 
school again on its way. Penelove's avid reporting, the educational battlefront in iso- 
lated rural England, the intimate feel of teaching versus superimposed restrictions add 
up to an indictment, not without its sting, of current pedagogy which, if high and pip- 
ing in voice, has moments of able criticism. This may not transport readily to a foreign 


shore but there will be those.... 


June 22 2) , 

Kee Poon Herne. 
Crowe, Cecily poubleday 
MISS SPRING $3.00 


A first novel *akes some of its sad charm and fastidious grace from its lead- 
ing lady, Martha Spring, who leads a life of lonely dedication as head of a state Home 
for Wavward Girls where. through the persuasion of her delicate sympathy, she tries to 
remove the stigmatic label from the young lives which find their way there, With Ferne, 
an unwed mother, she shows her particular powers as sne plays on her ambivalent hostili- 
ty toward the past and hope for the future, and redirects her with skilled guidance. 
But for herself, and the love affair with a younger, married man- the psychiatrist whom 
she secures as resident- she finds no answer save renunciation as she sends him on and 
beyond to a life without her.... A portrait which in its subtleties and niceties of un- 
derstanding provides a quiet, discerning ee feminine appeal. (LC 53-5029) 

June bg 


Simon & Schuster 


Savage, Thomas 
. A BARGAIN WITH GOD $3.50 © 


A benign, if not bland, story of an abiding and rewarded faith in which the 
good deeds of Father Ferris light up a slum section of Boston's Beacon Hill where his 
shabby church provides a haven for the poor, and its adjacent grounds a playground for 
the children. Father Ferris uses his first hundred dollar donation to prevent the evic- 
tion of the shiftless Longs by wealthy Miss Brumall; he participates in the tragedy of 
a tenement fire which takes the life of the small child of Johnny and Jebby- and Jebby 
is for a time unapproachable in her grief; and knowing that it will take a miracle to 
save his church- and playground- which is condemned, he witnesses its unexpected earthly 
realization when Miss Brumall, in a first act of benevolence, makes its continuance 
possible..... The gentle humility and kindly humanity here have a modest restorative 
value rather than the more invigorating virtues of the Don Camillo books. 
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June 2” 


Funk & Wagnalls 
FREEDOM'S WAY $3.50 @ 


Queen of Denmark?- Or simply a lady of the court whose spirit of mischief in- 
volved her beyond her depth,- Caroline Matilda Carey made her own path a thorny one. 
Released from Newgate, in the 1770's, she was shipped as a felon to the Colonies, where 
even an iron collar and a term as indentured servant could not quell her spirit. Men 
fell in love with her - women who thought themselves her superiors were jealous of her- 
but the “people” of the plantation to which she was sold felt her a queen in deed if 
not in fact. She was caught up in the storm and stress, the mob hysteria, of the days 
leading up to Revolution. She was a victim of the spite of enemies she had made - and 
of her own too ready wit and barbed tongue. An unorthodox love story - with an ortho- 
dox ending - provides a thread of connection through the adventures and misadventures 
that befell her. And the reader gets a sense of participation in the events and the un- 
stable mood of the times. There's a plethora of fresh material here. If at times it 
obtrudes itself above the story, there are those who like the trivia better than the 
plot. If at times the minutiae of the life strikes a questionable note of authenticity, 
for the most part it is a rich and colorful tapestry, revealing extensive research. ... © 
The author is known to a wide audience of mystery fans as Theodora DuBois. (LC 53-6982) 


McCormick, Theodora 


TOMB, BOOM, ELBOW ROOM 


May 18 
Pohl, Frederick & Kornbluth, C. M. Ballantine 
THE SPACE MERCHANTS $1.50- $.35 
Avant garde activities follow the far-flung travels of copysmith Mitchell @ 


Courtenay, from earth to South to the moon as head of the project-planet Venus- which 
S.America hopes to colonize.Facing the obstructionism of the Consies (conservatives), he 
becomes one of them in an attempt to block them, identifies Kathy- whom he loves- as a 
member, but sabotage, suicide and a,double cross help to convince him that hers is the 
better cause.... Hyperactive hypothetical. (LC 53-6886) 


May 7? ct 


Lariar, Lawrence Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WIN, PLACE AND DIE! $2.75 


The killing of Jake West, respected and honest rider, sends his nephew, Dave, 
on a private pry through the paddocks and the tracks of harness racing. The trotters 
lead to the big dough boys, two more killings and a mattress mate for money, Lisa Varick, 
whose activities range from Long Island to Manhattan. Savage talk and brutal incidents 
push Dave to a violent solution. Tough to nasty. 


June 24 


Procter, Maurice Harper / 
THE PENNYCROSS MURDERS $2.50 


The always shocking and horrible child murder theme is twice told in Pennycross, 
for the unsolved killing of six year old Daphne Beaumont is followed by that of five year 
old Jessie, chance child of Elsie Baker. CI's Hunter has second try for a. solution of the & 
sex crimes and is steeped in the demoralized emotional temper of the place. The village 
is closed off, gossip is rank, and Hunter's swivels of suspicion and interrogations hit 
dead center in preventing a third attempt. Normal versus abnormal - British and tense. 














April 15, 1953 Mysteries-Westerns-Science Fiction -277T- 


June 24 


Benson, Ben M.S. Mill (Morrow) 
THE VENUS DEATH - $2,.50% 


Not a Wade Paris mystery this time. A young hopeful, a few months behind 
him as a state trooper (and a lifetime of conditioning by his invalid father), Lindsey, 
proves himself as naive and bull-headed, but with the instinct for the right move that 
eventually gets his man. There's the murder of a besutiful blond who had hoodwinked 
him - and the near conviction of murder charged against his long-time girl friend - and 
another murder, not to mention a false herring in the line of drug traffic, before some 
alibis and aliases are broken, and the right man brought to book. Fast pace, slick. 
(LC 53-5411) 

June 25 


Austin, Gene Doubleday 
GREEN COUNTRY $2.50 


Sam Cotter, trailed by bad luck, takes another chance with Regina Salky as 
co-partner in the Posie and almost gives up when it looks as if he were buying out the 
trouble market. Regina's vengeful husband, his other partner's determination to ride 
the owlhoot trail, the fight between the barley growers and cattlemen make for quite a 
to-do in Montana. Some sunspots on the High Voon atmosphere here but right robust. 


(LC 53-5971) 


Olsen, D. B. Doubleday 
THE CAT WALK $2.50 


Meddlesome Miss Rachel assists in an intricate case of inheritance and identi- 
ty when the settlement of an estate, delayed by an uninterested heir, leads to a haunted 
house, live tenants, murder, attempted arson, and through all of this- a marriage is 
revealed as is the guilt of a previous tragedy.... There's life in the old girl yet. 

(LC 53-6521) 


Russell, Charlotte Murray Doubleday 
MARKET FOR MURDER $2.50 


Home style faces and fixings for the first person recall of Tory Gilbert on 
her husband's sudden death. And from behind the counter of the grocery store she runs, 
she hands over the staples of an inheritance and a will, of a fur coat bought for another 
woman and an extra-marital escapade, but witholds the finite evidence of guilt for an 
unexpected ending..... Plain textured homespun. (LC 53-6520) 


Ge Heooecc. of eG sPor} O04 


ONE DARK HORSE 


gune $$” 


White, Robb Doubleday 
OUR VIRGIN ISLAND $3.50 


* In the glut of books about escape to islands and wilderness ways, this still 
stands out as head and shoulders above the average. Not only is it first rate story 
telling, but there's quality in the telling that makes it a memorable reading experience. 
Perhaps my enthusiasm, over the years, for Robb White's juveniles (and my appreciation of 
the high degree of literary excellence in his writing) prejudiced me in his favor. But 
anyone who likes to read about islands (and it is almost a cult)- anyone who is fascina- 
ted by young modeygr making a life in wholly primitive surroundings- will like this story 
of young marrieds, with no financial security and a dream of a way of life, making a 
home- and a career- against impossible odds, on a British Virgin Island. (LC 53-6887) 
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Some Books to Watch 
Timeliness and news value may help launch Moraes'REPORT ON MAO'S CHINA (Macmillan) and 


Martin Ebon's MALENKOV (McGraw-Hill) For sheer entertainment, read Shirley Jackson's 
LIFE AMONG THE SAVAGES (Farrar, Straus & Young). Retorts in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 14 
Nicolson, Harold Doubleday 
KING GEORGE V $7 .50 


The author of several books in this field writes a detailed official biography 
of the late British monarch. In his extensive coverage of George V's life, Nicolson 
shifts with ease between the intimacies of court life and the exigencies of national 
life, clarifying both personal and national relationships. George V was a product of 
the Victorian era, saw the first world war coming, lived through it and the many succes- 
sive domestic political crises- notably the Asquith-Lloyd George coalition governments 
and the first labour parliament under Ramsay MacDonald. In these analyses, though they 
are sometimes cursory, the historical account is factual and adequate. And in his por- 
trayal of George as a family man rather than a ruler, who found his greatest interests 
in the home and matters closest to it, Mr. Nicolson reveals sometimes more by omission 
than statement. Proper and circumspect as it is, the reader nevertheless detects a 
knowledge of psychology and an understanding of the ways in which monarchy faced the 
outside world. And while the cautionary quality here may not direct this to more mod- 
ern readers who prefer their biographies lively- and intimate, June and the approaching 


Coronation may add sales impetus. 
May 18 © 


Ebon, Martin McGraw-Hill 
MALENKOV: Stalin's Successor $3.00 1S 


Following publication of his World Communism Today, Martin Ebon concentrated 
on studying the career of Malenkov when death removed his chief rival, Zhdanov. The 
text was brought to focus and completion and is being rushed to publication. Inevita- 
bly, the fast march of events has already disproved some of his contentions (it may be 
that galley revisions will catch the conclusions concerning the condemnation of the doc- 
tors, now that they have been released). But in the main, it is a thoughtful, revealing 
study. He presents the little known facts (and some assumptions) about Malenkov's ori- 
gins and training for the post as Stalin's understudy. He analyzes the likes and dif- 
ferences in the characters of the two men, feeling that in some of Malenkov's shortcom- 
ings failure may lie. A professional revolutionist, trained in the practice of conspir- 
acy, ignorant of the outside world, Malenkov is ready for his role. Ebon studies his 
relations with the men he has displaced and superseded, shows how some have been ad- 
vanced, others demoted or removed:- Kagonovich, only Jew in the hierarchy, Yezhov, head 
of Secret Police, Varga, who has come back under Malenkov rise, Voznesensky, Zhdahov's 
man, dropped when Zhdanov was eliminated. He sees Beria as a "king-maker" almost equal 
in power to Malenkov; and Molotov, pushed from the driver's seat. He discusses the 
place of the writer- the scientist. In particular he examines the seesawing of policy 
in relation to the army clique, and the part played by the commissars. He hints at the 
mystery surrounding not only Zhdanov's death, but Stalin's. The problem of Chinese - 
Russian relations is very briefly touched on; weizhs the pluses and minuses, with the @ 
immediate goal to keep the West off balance. A final chapter charts the ten points of 
Malenkov's belief, which reduces to an exercise in Semantics, meaning - in brief- 
achievement of peace by the world yielding to Communism. The Appendix contains the 
texts of Malenkov's key speeches of the past two years. 
























Non-fiction 





April 15, 1953 
May 20 


Woodcock, P. G. Philosophical 
SHORT DICTIONARY OF MYTHOLOGY $3.75 


For a quick reference book on gods and goddesses, semi-mortals, the places 
where they dwelt or acted, and the poets who wrote of them, this may serve a purpose. 
The present reader, however, found the seeming lack of basis for inclusion confusing. 
Purely historical figures, such as Xantippe, Socrates' shrewish wife (does her exempli- 
fication of this trait make her a mythological figure?) and the wise Solon, are set down 
beside the usual Roman and Greek and Scandinavian deities. Further, Eastern deities, 
many presently worshipped, are sporadically included: for instance, why is Laksmi, Hindoo 
goddess of wealth and pleasure, included, while her powerful spouse Vishnu is excluded? 
There is a good bit of information on some figures and on the myths surrounding them, 
such as the twelve tasks of Hercules, while other figures are given short shrift. Per- 
haps the attempt to be brief accounts for some of the puzzling aspects of the book. What 
it does include is to the point and helpful. 


May at 6 25° 
Rosin, Dr. Jacob & Eastman, Max McGraw-Hill _ 
THE ROAD TO ABUNDANCE $3 F556 


The chemical answer to the Cassandras of overpopulation and undernourishment 
shows how there can be an abundant agriculture- through chemical processes- once our 
prejudices against synthetics are overcome. The prevailing predilection for the natural, 
rather than the artificial, extends from gems to food- and in terms of health has no 
validity. And as our agricultural products can be expanded indefinitely, so ‘can other 
natural resources; minerals can be extracted from the sea; solar energy can be converted 
into fuel; machines can replace manpower; and this science has its far reaching implica- 
tions not only for agriculture and industry, but also for medicine and the perpetuation 
of the lifespan..... In popular terms, a presentation and a perspective of a new chemis- 
‘tic age once the unnatural idolatry of the natural is discarded, and an eye-opener of new 
worlds to be conquered. (LC 53-7125) 





May 25 
Latta, Estelle Greenberg 
CONTROVERSIAL MARK HOPKINS $3.00 


A careful inquiry exhumes and re-examines the strange case of the merchant 
prince, Mark Hopkins, whose "life was quiet, his death sudden, his fortune quickly dis- 
tributed" and dissipated by a woman who claimed to be- and here proved not to be~ his 
wife. From the fact that all contemporary documents of a biographical nature have been 
destroyed (deliberately), this gives what little is known about the man who had no per- 
sonal relationships save that with a younger reckless brother; shows the existence of 
another New York state Mark Hopkins family, and the widow of that Mark Hopkins- Mary 
Frances Hopkins- who posed as the millionaire's widow and secured the major part of his 
estate.... For those concerned (Californians presumably) an expose, and she hopes, a 
cause to be espoused. 


McLemore, Henry Holt 
ONE OF US IS WRONG $3.00 


A Georgian cracking about the many off beats of his career - from his home 
state to New York and the world at large - recalls jobs, people and incidents, full steam 
ahead. Printer's ink landed him in a B & G sandwich shop, introduced him to some Virginia 
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girls, bookselling, hotels, and took him from portering to reportering. In the sport 

field he found strange competitions for which he was not qualified - but, making it no 

matter, stranger success and not surprising failures followed him. His Mother sent him 
southern comforts for northern winters; Pegler covered for him on a story; he saw a bob- @ 
sled with a bear for a brake; knew a man who shot toilets instead of himself and proved 

that a redheaded son of a Baptist minister can turn out to be a rolling stone. Floods - 

the Derby - war - and people, people,» people wind up in a round the world tour which 

is as left footed as the rest of the book. Columnist's Total Recall - perhaps for the 
insatiable; the hilarious humor of a buoyant personality often nears a believe it or not 


quality. Line illustrations. (LC 53-5502) 
May 25 


Flesch, Rudolph-/d. Hermitage House 
BEST ARTICLES: 1953 $3.50 


Mr. Flesch has selected the twenty-five articles republished here from the 
reading of thousands in the current magazines, and he briefly pays tribute to several 
not included but whose excellence he admired. Believing that the essence of the article 
is that it provides information, he feels that in our present-day concern for science 
the article has taken the place of the essay, which only gave the view of one person, 
and has begun to enjoy the personal touch of the author so evident in the essay. The 
articles appear under five headings: reoplée, How to-Live, Sharp Focus, Perspective, and 
The Human Spirit. They deal with numerous subjects, from Greta Garbo to marriage coun- 
seling to beer drinking; from the anatomy of graft to jazz to Beverly Hills; from a 
Hungarian's appreciation of America to the death of Thomas Wolfe. A fine book for li- 
braries to have, for there is a range of appeal and some excellent writing. 


May 26 @ 


Moraes, Frank Macmillan 
MAO'S CHINA $3.75 


* An Asian looks at Communist China in this report by an Indian journalist who 
visited China on a "cultural mission" in 1952. The ultimate value lies in the inter- 
pretation of the total mosaic of East-West relations even more than in the factual con- 
tent. Under Communism China has been organized, through Chinese rather than Russian 
leadership; women have been emancipated; transportation systems developed; economy 
brought into a degree of stabilization. The Communists in effecting reforms have been 
ruthless, resourceful and infinitely practical. He sees the quirks in the regime's 
progress:- the peasants balk at collectivism; rich peasants (displacing the old land- 
owners) and industrial landlords are protected; the arts are subjected to a state of 
subservience; education is distorted. Mr. Moraes sees China and India wrestling for 
the political soul of Asia. Mao, though kowtowing to Moscow, is basically pro-Chinese 
and sees China as leader of Asia. In final chapters, Mr. Moraes studies Chinese his- 
tory for clues to present and future and shows how China progressed farthest under dic- 
tatorial rule. Her revolution when it came was one of the peasants while India's was of 
the white collar workers. He compares Indian leaders with Chinese; pleads for Western 
understanding of the role India must play as a neutral during her formative period, 
fears that- without Western understanding- the Communists might reach the people of In- 
dia. Some may feel that the author is almost too bland in his approach to Chinese Con- 
munism, but he does drive home the need for accepting the particular problems of an 
Asian peoples' striving for the role of bridgehead to the West. 
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May 29 


Thompson, Helen Jeanne Prentice-Hall 
OVERCOMING BACK TROUBLE $3.95 


The answer to your aching back in terms of simple explanations of physical 
disease and disorder and a system of home exercises which are effective in 80% of the 
cases afflicted. A corrective therapist of considerable experience and success, Miss 
Thompson gives here an anatomy of the back; the congenital defects which occur- some 
only in later life; the occupational strains your work may impose; injuries; diseases; 
tumors of all kinds. Home exercise and equipment, sleep habits, all point the way to- 
wards relief along with graphic line illustrations.... An approach at a common level to 
a& common complaint- an audience should not be hard to find. 


Thomas, Will A. A. Wyn 
THE SEEKING $3.50 


A moving and straightforward account of an American Negro who wished to bring 
his family up as recognized citizens describes their emigration from the South to a 
small town in Vermont. They chose this state because of its civil rights legislation, 
the oldest in the country, and because they felt that the rugged individualism of New 
England might be willing to accept them as neighbors, regardless of the color of their 
skin. The Thomases chose correctly and, although the process was slow and the setbacks 
not infrequent, in the end they came to enjoy as full a social life for themselves and 
their children as any they had had heretofore. Their integration into the community was 
such that they felt they were residents who might go to Haiti or anywhere else on a visit 
and never have to look forward to Haiti as a refuge from racial prejudice. Dorothy Can- 
field Fisher, herself a Vermonter, writes an understanding and penetrating introduction. 
A personal and practical answer to prejudice, recommended for both a Negro and a white 


audience. 
June 1 


Dillick, Dr. Sidney Woman's Press (Morrow) 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION FOR NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT $4.00 


Not a "how-to" book but a compact historical survey which should find a place 
in social work literature for professionals. The author reviews major development in 
the field from the end of the Civil War to the era following World War II. He studies 
the response in neighborhood units to the crises of each period, from the English set- 
tlement movement which arose out of problems of the Industrial Revolution, to the Com- 
munity Welfare Councils today, brought on from needs created by defense areas in wartime. 
He points out too trends in thinking, from the "uplift" attitude to the present realiza- 
tion that citizen participation in community planning for social welfare and coordinated 
use of social services is essential. Roughly the area served by an elementary school is 
the guide in assessment units. This study provides a fine synthesis and core. Biblio- 
graphy and index add to the value of this as a reference study tool. 


June 4 


Longstreet, Stephen Henry Holt 
THE WORLD REVISITED $3.75 


A quick round trip, from the initial hop-off from Hollywood, to write a musi- 
cal picture for a British friend and make some background shots around the world, occa- 
sions an extensive itinerary and some location impressions of people and places, poli- 
tics, food, etc. From Newfoundland to St. Moritz- along with a restless romantic from a 
fashion magazine- Miss Tone, to Berlin and Paris and the conclusion that Europe is in a 
"bad way, a newer grimmer way", across the Channel where the chins are still stiffened, 
to the Riviera, Vienna, Seville, Hong Kong, Indo-China, Malaya, Africa, Egypt, Turkey, 
India, Hawaii, South America, Mexico (in time for Miss Tone's fifth marriage), this takes 
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in a. lot of territory, makes no depth probe, but regrets a passing era and an age of 
uncertainty. Definitely a blitz, accomplished- you suspect- with benzedrene, and sexy 


to scrawling line drawings by the author. (IC 52-13074) 
June 10 © 


Lippincott 


Morris, Malcolm 
THE WISE BAMBOO $3.50 
Six years of managing the Imperial Hotel in Toyko are a record of room and 
board (never bored) problems which the author met and, most of the time, vanquished. 
From the time senior officers of the Allied Occupation checked in, to the infiltration 
of military wives, and ending with the building's return to the Japanese in 1952, Mine 
Host spryly details the routine and the unexpected, makes good stories of guests, per- 
sonnel and the physical details of running a large scale home-from-home in a foreign 
country. With the hotel in nightmare condition a long range rehabilitation was called 
for; programs were outlined for eliminating uninvited guests (the vermin that had taken 
over); the Japanese staff had to be trained in military and modern methods of service; 
and the flow of VIP's had to be handled with speed and tact. With more civilians tak- 
ing over, there was painting and carpeting and furnishing to be done, services expanded 
and the obstacle of feminine supervision in diet and decor to be handled - with finesse. 
Vipers got mixed up with the VIP's, dignitaries often meant tense moments for the func- 
tionaries but Morris managed to get married and have his young son thoroughly cared for 
by the Japanese. There's plenty of amusing anecdote and interesting behind the scenes 
snapshots of hotel organization and a good picture of working with Japanese and Nisei 
associates. The Frank Case books have opened up a market for this. (LC 52-13738) 


June 15 


Benuzzi, Felice | Dutton © 
NO PICNIC ON MOUNT KENYA $3.75 


Report repeated from page 781 of the 12/15/52 bulletin- as follows: “A diary 
which chronicles with rather deliberate detachment an unusual story of an escape from a 
prison camp in East Africa in 1946- an escape which was motivated by the impulse to 
climb Mt. Kenya, to which the inadequacy of provisions and equipment as well as their 
own physical unfitness lent reckless odds. From the escape itself- which was compara- 
tively easy- to the dangers outside where any white man was conspicuously suspect, this 
follows a hard path through tropical forests to the actual ascent; the physical weak- 
ness of all three men- and for Benuzzi an attack of mountain sickness. The climb was | 
made possible through the exhilaration and wonder of this world above to which hunger | 
and exhaustion lent an insistent, increasing pressure. The way down- and back- led to | 
the expected point of return, the prison camp.... More than the heights here lend a 
dizziness to this attempt and achievement, which is balanced off by the impersonal pre- 
cision of its recording, a factor which precludes the drama of say- Annapurna. 


June 22 


Jackson, Shirley Farrar, Straus & Young 
LIFE AMONG THE SAVAGES , $3.00 


* Some scattered family pieces (from magazine appearance- Charm- Collier's- 
Harper's) Make up a family fresco of unexpected (her serious novels) relaxed charm and 
occasional high humor. From the time when they moved to a large New England house with 
two youngsters, to the expansion to four, this traces family history in terms of Laurie's 
first weeks in kindergarten and tales told out of school of an imaginary hellion Charles 
(Laurie); of children's fights which ended in parental altercations; of her own inade- 
quacies in the kitchen as well as those of slack-jawed mothers' helpers; of a time when 
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her husband went off- as did the furnace- and the car didn't start; of an epidemic 
night of grippe and perambulating children; of Jannie's first grade teacher who intro- 
e duced some appalling refinements in the home; etc., etc. All this makes up a casual 

N chronicle of a haphazard household, of innocent bedevilment, and an easygoing enjoyment 
of a life with children. You will enjoy it too. (LC 53-7087) 


June 23 24 
Pickett, Clarence Little, Brown . 
FOR MORE THAN BREAD $5.00 “ 


The story of the American Friends Service Committee from 1929 to 1952 told by 

a man most qualified for the task, the executive-secretary of the organization for many 
years, is one that we have come to expect from our Quaker brethren - that of spiritual 
commitment and dedication evidenced in practical accomplishment. Mr. Pickett first 
tells how he came to his position, then describes the work of the Committee as it faced 
various problems. In the depression, the economic needs of coal miners and textile 
workers provided an opportunity to assist communities in getting on their feet, and 
there was mediation between the incipient labor unions and management to be done. The 
crises in Europe, from Spain's conflict to the aftermath of the war, as well as those in 
Asia, called for international action in working for peace and aiding war victims on as 
large a scale as possible. Behind these actions are the beliefs of the Quakers in bro- 
therhood, peace, and uncompromising commitment to conscieace and God. Mr. Pickett re- 
veals the spiritual force behind the Committee's work as he describes the work of the 
Conscientious Objectors, the service project here and abroad in which youth participate, 
the efforts to better race relations, to educate for peace. Today in working with the 
UN and other organizations the Friends feel their mission to stand as mediators for 
peace, and as throughout their recent history, they welcome the participation of those 
of other faiths in their many-sided work. The foundation of the organization, spiritual, 

_ physical, and the amazing work it has accomplished, is here presented in moderate, sound 
terms. (LC 52-1264) 
























June 25 


Fisher, Vardis Caxton 
GOD OR CAESAR: The Writing of Fiction for Beginners $5.00 







Definitely Mr. Fisher's aim is God, but he discussed Caesar, or, in our own 
terms- "mush for the masses" with wisdom- and acerbity. And a logical text gives ex- 
tensive accounts of the writer, writing, the interaction of social and literary trends, 
the mechanics of scene and dialogue, reviews and money-making. Often dogmatic, Fisher 
is inclined to license the emotions (expressed in Freudian complexes) of the young ar- 
tist, And of true writers he would almost demand an emotional instability. Myths and 
legends (a favorite theme in some of his own novels) stem from a society which creates 
gods only to destroy them, and it follows from there that if a writer succumbs to the 
quick way to fame, he will perish spiritually. And while popular fiction may have tran- 
sient therapeutic values, he still believes that the best way is honest expression ra- 
ther than fiction geared to mass appeal. The following analyses of writing are good. 
Character and style receive broad comment supplemented by reference from well known au- 
thors, and end chapters introduce prospective markets, from pulps to scholarly reviews, 
and lead up to the threshold of publication. Based on his writing courses, this is per- 
sonal and stimlating, but “beginners” may find the price high. 
















June 25 


Anderton, Russ Doubleday , 
TIC-POLONGA $3.00 “ 


Read this as rather unusual in the field of personal adventure; it is as good 
as fiction in its sustained interest and build up to a climax. It is too bad that the 
quality of the writing falls so far below the pac2 of narrative and vividness of impres- 
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sion. (Question- a bit more judicious editing would have helped perhaps?). The story 

falls into two parts:- the first, journey to Ceylon, as a gem merchant, and involvement 

in a bit of chicanery which had its adventurous aspects- and its unhappy outcome; 

second, and the major part of the story, the impossible assignment of rescuing an emer- rT og 
ald mine from the clutches of the desperadoes and black marketeers who controlled it. 

This in Colombia, the Chivor mine. All in all, the background and subject matter of the 
search for precious stones will be fascinatingly new to most readers. And to those to 

whom it is familiar ground, the scarcity of reading matter on the subject will make this 
important. The demand for this sort of off the beaten path adventure is a factor here. 

Don't recommend to everyone; some pointless- and tasteless sex episodes are a jarring 


note. (LC 53-5969) 
June 25 


Jennison, Keith Doubleday 
THE HALF-OPEN ROAD $1.95 2,25 


This absurd automotive guide takes you - not without accidents, tickets and 
sundry surprises - from acquiring a car, getting into it and driving it, to making a 
shembles of the garage and entering roads and highways (all of which will end up with 
benefit of clergy). Taking a curve (including the full bafflement of hand signals), 
the Full French, reverse S, the double herringbone and three quarter X (to right or 
left), passing cars (or booby-hatch bound), ways of commnicating with other drivers and 
policemen, finding your way, getting on ferries or bridges, pedestrians and hitchhikers, 
courtship and other games on wheels - absolutely nothing here of rational value. But 
more than enough irrational, unrationed revelations to full-stop the interested motor- 
bug. Well, summer is a-coming in. Diagrams for the visual minded, and 15 cartoons by 


George Price. (LC 53-5970) aK: 


Ruark, Robert C. N LL ty, VG. Doubleday 
HORN OF THE HUNTER $5.95 / © 


Although some of this has appeared in condensed form in Ruark's newspaper 
columns, this is not a collection of those extracts but is a wholly new book devoted to 
his 1951 safari to Kenya and Tanganyika to hunt big game. There's good reading about 
the incidents of camp life, the grind of a backbreaking schedule, the triumphs and 
failures along the trail, and the individual adjustment to the kind of life. With Vir- 
ginia, his wife, and the official guide, Harry Selby, they went after lion, leopard, 
buffalo, rhino, kudu; there was danger, excitement and humor as both gun and camera were 
used on their prey. Ruark is serious and e1 asiastic about the thrills of wild animal 
pursuit, intent on the terrific impact of the country, absorbed in the details of Selby's 
profession, and transmits his satisfaction in achieving African adventures. Since /lunter 
and Killers in Africa have again aroused interest in big game hunting, from the profes- 
sional’s point of view, this should find a market, not only among followers of his 
column, readied for a personal account by a paying customer. There are 32 pages of pho- | 
tographs and line drawings by the author. (LC 53-5297) 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown (A M P) 
NEW GUINEA AND THE MARIANAS $6.00 


The sixth volume of the War in the Pacific - the eighth in this definitive 
history of U. S. Naval Operations in World War II - and Morison can still make them good | 
reading. Perhaps the technical details of operations are not for the layman, but even | 
they are livened by bits of human interest, by discussion of pros and cons of decisions, 
by side-glimpses of conflicts and post mortems. This volume starts out with the swing 
of emphasis towards naval operations as against MacArthur's triple thrust proposition. 
But full credit is given MacArthur for the brilliant execution of the conquest of New Y 
Guinea. This phase of the naval war- the fast carrier thrusts- the growing strength of 
the submarine offensive- the application of the lessons learned at Tarawa in more inten- 
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sive bombardment preparations for landings, all is developed in the successive battles 
of this '43-'k4 period. Palau- Hollandia- Truk end most vital of all for the future, 
Biak; then Saipan- Tinian- Guam, no pushover anywhere, but long, tough jobs. The 
Battle of the Philippine Sea was a disappointment; the enemy escaped. But the Japanese 
considered it a defeat and Admiral Ozawa resigned- only to fight and suffer defeat 
again. Absorbing recall. (LC 53-7298) 


, 2 
June 


Barzun, Jacques - /d. Farrar, Straus & Young 
SELECTED LETTERS OF LORD BYRON $3.75 


The letters appearing in the present collection are drawn from previous ones, 
notably Prothero's scholarly and encompassing work, and also from the book edited and 
published by Murray in 1922, and Peter Quennell's more recent Byron: 4 Self Portrait. 
Jacques Barzun introduces the letters with an essay of interest and weight in which he 
exemines Byron the man and Byron as history has classified him with the term Byronic. 

He considers both Byron and the art which he produced as a result of the love of liberty 
which burst to the surface in nineteenth century life, in a penetrating psychological . 
piece. The letters are erranged chronologically, from Byron's first letter at ten to 
his last at thirty-six. With the introductory essay and the list of Byron's friends and 
connections, the reader will have little trouble following their bent to the various 
recipients. There are numerous letters to John Murray, publisher, to several friends, 

to Mme. Melbourne, aunt of his wife and lifelong correspondent; there are letters to 
Coleridge, Shelley, even one to Goethe. The ladies of his heart receive small share of 
the correspondence here, although they are mentioned often. There are wonderful de- 
scriptions of Turkey written to his mother, many words about publishing, some about po- 
litics, some about Byron. His words come across with the same rugged, vital eloquence 

and force that must have been his in speaking, and this addition to the Great Letters 
Series. will cause his followers to rejoice, although they may wish for more of the fine 
comments on writing which he occasionally made. (IC 53-7893) ; 


A Group of Late Arrivals. (Practically Published) 


Marsland, Anitra M. Abelard 
A MARRIED A BOAT $3.00 


a 


Seven years of courtship never revealed that the author's married life - be- 
sides husband and two sons - would be dedicated to sailing but, with the honeymoon, a 
canoe and primitive sail marked the beginning of some 20 years that proved boat after 
boat. Winged Destiny, Delta S, Nereid Frolic, earried them places in and off shore on 
the West Coast and Valkyrie, the little Puff and currently Golden Vanity on Long Island © 
Sound and neighboring waters brought them from the tyro class to the ranks of accom- 4 
plished seamen. They found out they learned fastest through errors; they postponed de- 
sired household items for boat necessities; they progressed from the 154 footer to 315 
and on to a 34'; they translated sailing book terms into personal experience as they 
toured sloughs, rivers, Puget Sound and eastern waters; they found out about cruising 
and racing and yacht club life; they worked out place patterns as they learned to live 
aboard boats; they logged dusty winds as well as hurricanes - and they never regretted 
that a "sailboat moves in on you and becomes a part of your family”. Personal piloting 
of small craft and even amateur marine architecture should delight the water borne 
fraternity for whom boats are a family project. (4/28) (1¢ 53-6808) 
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Library of Great Painters Harry N. Abrams 
Paper; ea. $1.50 
Hartt, Frederick- BOTTICELLI 
Koehler, Wilhelm- REMBRANDT ro 


Marcus, Margaret Fairbanks- FLOWER PAINTING 


Three new additions to a series that hardly needs an introduction are all 
characterized by fine reproductions of the representative works and commentary- both 
biographical and in reference to specific paintings- by specialists. As professor of 
art history at Washington University Mr. Hartt sets Botticelli admirably in his period 
and treats his painting in breadth of scope and in detail with equal clarity... Rem- 
brandt's life and work is retold sensitively by Mr. Koehler who is professor of Fine 
Arts at Harvard and notable among the reproductions is a new one made of the Vight 
Watch after the picture was cleaned...Margaret Fairbanks Marcus of the Cleveland Museum 
of Art has chosen from the nineteenth century French painters for her commentary on 
flower painting and the particular reproductions here create an enlightened view of that 
aspect of the period. At the price, these bridge the gap between the collectors' and 
the students’ tastes. (Publ.) 


Buchanan, Lamont Dutton 
THE KENTUCKY DERBY STORY $5 .00 


For a brief time span, this book will have a substantial number of “takers"- 
the throngs that crowd into Louisville for the first Saturday in May. For racing ad- 
dicts anywhere, it has historic interest in its survey of the country’s most famous 
racetrack, of the horses that won, of their owners, the grooms, the trainers, the joc- 
keys. In brief chronology, story, anecdote, and chiefly in photographs and early prints, 
the span of years from 1875 through 1952 is unfolded. Television has widened the © 


audience. (4/21) (LC 52-12951) 


Helm, MacKinley Harcourt, Brace 
MAN OF FIRE: OROZCO $7.50 


A biography of the Mexican painter that, in its clean cut plates and interpre- 
tive text is a beautiful book. For Mr. Helm, already established as an authority on 
Latin American and Spanish art, Orozco, the "man of fire", became one with the people 
and legends he portrayed, and feeling this, he has treated his art in the perspective of 
Mexican history as well as the technical and esthetic principles involved. Primarily a 
fresco mural painter, Orozco was preoccupied through life with big themes and spaces. 
His most familiar works include the murals at Dartmouth College showing the process of 
Aztec culture, the religious and revolutionary frescos at the National Preparatory 
School in Mexico City, the vibrantly spiritual murals at the University and Government 
Palace at Guadalajara, and many others. All are analyzed as part of Orozco's growth- 
as he saw and reinterpreted social movements and developed as an artist. Other artists 
and their influences, astute comment on the revolution of 1910 that resulted in the 
flowering of social painting in the 20's, and details of personal life are vivid sup- 
plements to a biography whose narrative force captures the Mexican's quality. A contro- 
versial figure, always, Orozco has commanded both sides of the border. This is an in- 
portant addition to any art library. Sixty odd plates make this a comprehensive record 
of his output. An edited bibliography adds reference value. (4/23) (LC 52-1376) 


Antiques-Editore of Hastings House 
ANTIQUES AT WILLIAMSBURG $4.00 
The emphasis on the Williamsburg Reconstruction has been so much on the archi- @ 


tectural and historical values that insufficient focus has been placed on the collection 
of authentic antiques, used- along with fine reproductions- to furnish the places of 
interest. The finest examples are found in the Governor's Palace, the Wythe House, the 
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Raleigh Tavern, the Brush-Everard house and some of the outbuildings. Primitive 
paintings are the chief interest in the Ludwell-Paradise house. A brief introduction 
tells of some of the "detective work" done in connection with determining what had 
been used and where, and little by little pieces have been collected and placed where 
they belong. The result of careful study shows much of the domestic equipment of the 
18th century and provides a key to the living background of the colonial South. In 68 
pages some 200 illustrations, five of them in full color, supplement an excellent in- 
formative text. (Publ.) 


Oliver, Nola Nance Hastings House 
THIS TOO IS NATCHEZ $2.50 


With a serious taste for ante bellum architectural tradition and a desire to 
reveal the more seldom noticed parts of Natchez, regional historian Oliver who also 
gave us Natchez, Symbol of the Old South, takes readers pleasantly around her town. 
Green tinted, excellently composed photographs accompany a nice, if tourist-toned nar- 
rative. From Natchez-under-the-Hill and the Texada Tavern that was typical of the 
Spanish period and of the breakaway from the old river town, to the later colonial 
homes and mansiong of the first order and the outlying ranchhouses- the survey from 
1716 through mid nineteenth century is fairly complete. A tribute to the town that 
"boasts of a larger number of well-preserved ante-bellum houses than any other Southern 
community...", this may appeal to prospective travellers as well as the locale market. 
Photographs by C. H. Knabb. (Publ.) 


Highet, Gilbert Oxford 
PEOPLE, PLACES, AND BOOKS $3.50 


* A justly permanent presentation of the airborn(e) book talks which have won 
high critical respect as well as a reverential following in the cities where they have 
been heard. For these essays, literate, reflective, provocative, stem not only from a 
spacious scholarship but communicate past and present with an easy familiarity which 
is within the reach of the general reader. And they reaffirm and reanimate the endur- 
ing virtues of Fowler, teacher and doctor, and Osler, scientist and humanist; of 
Robinson Jeffers’ poetry and Edmund Wilson's criticism; of dramatists Christopher Fry 
and Charles Dickens; of Lawrence, who "loved the lyric, the heroic and the tragic”, 
and of T. S. Eliot for all his mighty incoherence; of Shakespeare's self-portraiture 
in the sonnets, and George Washington's in his journals. Places and the literature 
they evoke take him from Oxford, to the universe of "scientifiction"”, and back in time 
to Byzantium. And more generically, there is the writing of science and history, sa- 
tire and crime, art books and cookbooks, the novel which today is more autobiography 
than fiction; the disparaged detective story and its disappearing detectives; the fine 
art of translation; the fascination of notebooks.... And throughout this there is a 
critical commentary which situates and qualifies with precision, appraises with wit and 
style, and stimulates enjoyment as well as understanding. (4/30) (LC 53-5549) 


Hyman, Richard Sterling 
CERAMICS HANDBOOK $2.95 


With the widening appeal as a hobby the craft has come to have in recent 
years, this sound picture-text should sell well. The picture story technique has been 
used to splendid advantage in delineating all the steps- from types of clay to making 
your own kiln- as this book does. Beginning with general remarks on ceramics as a 
hobby, the explicit text and the many balanced photographs that accompany it describe 
all of the important steps- moulding, sculpting, firing, the wheel etc.- and suggest 
several working ideas like bowls, dinnerware, jewelry and making it all pay. There are 
plans for setting up a workroom at home and at the end, an extensive review of the more 
advanced equipment used. For beginners, a good key to the field. (Publ. ) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

61 Henderson, Daniel- THE HIDDEN COASTS- from 3/18 to 5/6 (William Sloane) 

68 (J) Coatsworth, E.- AUNT FLORA- from 3/10 to 5/12 (Macmillan) 

79 Seligmann, S. J.- HONEY ON THE HILL- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (William Sloane) 

98 Pope, A. & F.- ANTOINETTE POPE SCHOOL COOKBOOK- from 4/14 to 4/21 (Macmillan) 

120 (J) Burt, Olive- OURAY THE ARROW- from 4/13 to 4/27 (Messner) 

132 Zilahy, Lajos- THE ANGRY ANGEL- definite date 4/27 (Prentice-Hall) 

162 Cotterell, Geoffrey- WESTWARD THE SUN- from 6/18 to 7/16 (Lippincott) 

165 Lockridge, F. & R.- DEATH HAS A SMALL VOICE- from 5/13 to 5/27 (Lippincott) 

175 Florinsky, M. T.- RUSSIA- A HISTORY AND INTERPRETATION- from 4/20 to 9/15 

(Macmillan ) 

180 Noyes, A.- TWO WORLDS FOR MEMORY- from 5/13 to 5/27 (Lippincott) 

183 (J) Olds, Helen D.- PEANUT BUTTER MASCOT- from 4/13 to 4/27 (Messner) 

196 Farris, Jack- RAMEY- from 5/20 to 5/27 (Lippincott) 

197 Pearce, Dick- THE RESTLESS BORDER- from 5/20 to 5/27 (Lippincott) 

206 Dean, Vera M.- FOREIGN POLICY WITHOUT FEAR- from 4/28 to 5/5. Price from 
$3.50 to $3.75 (McGraw-Hill) 

206 Leigh, Olga- 501 EASY COCKTAIL CANAPES- from 4/29 to 5/15 (Crowell) 

207 Devoe, A. & M.- OUR ANIMAL NEIGHBORS- from 5/7 to 5/14. Price from $3.50 to 
$3.75 (McGraw-Hill) 

207 Thomson & Simpson- TALK IT OUT WITH YOUR CHILD- from 5/7 to 5/21 (McGraw-Hill) 

210 Parr, Charles M.- SO NOBLE A CAPTAIN- from 5/25 to 6/5 (Crowell) 

239 Wilson, Edmund- TO THE FINLAND STATION- from 5/14 to 5/28 (Anchor Books) 

eh6 Jowitt, The Earl- THE STRANGE CASE OF ALGER HISS- price from $4.90 to $3.95 

(Doubleday ) ®@ 


248 Magidoff, Robert- THE KREMLIN VERSUS THE PEOPLE- price from $2.50 to $3.50 
(Doubleday ) 








